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WECF – Women in Europe for a Common 

Future

• International network with 150 member organisations 

in 50 countries

• Offices in D, NL, FR, CH

• UNEP partner, ECOSOC status

• Co-Lead: Women Major Group UN SDGs



WECF - Working for a healthy environment

in 4 areas
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mission… 

…Protect human health and environment 

from harmful exposure to chemical 

contaminants including Endocrine 

Disrupting Chemicals

(advocacy work, awareness raising, project 

implementation)

Chemicals & 

Health



Advocay Work: Opportunities to 

make a difference

• SAICM

• Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention

• Water Saftey Plan

• UN SDGs 

• Aarhus Convention

• REACH

• Plant Protection Products Regulation

• Biocidal Products Regulation

• EU regulations on CiP, Toys, Cosmetics, Food 
contact material



Scope of the problem…

�widespread exposure of populations to

endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs), 

in every day products and our

environment…



Sources

• Indoor-air

• Food

• Packaging material, textiles, toys, 
cosmetics, furniture, detergents, etc.

• Biocides, Pesticides



Chemicals of concern in products
Bisphenol A: lining of tin cans, 

cash receipts, food contact materials, toys, etc. 

Other bisphenols’ (BPS, etc.) use as alternatives

Parabens: cosmetics, food, etc.

Methylhexyl ethoxycinamate (EDC): cosmetics

Nonylphenol ethoxylates: children’s wear, textiles, mattresses, 

household paints,  etc. 

Flame retardants (TBBPA, etc.): furniture, electronics, etc. 

Phthalates: DINP, DIDP, DiOP, DEHP etc. in food, consumer 

products, fancy dresses, school supplies, toys, etc. 

Metals : Lead, mercury, nickel, cadmium, aluminium: food 

contamination, toys, and consumer products 

US survey (2013) : 

phthalates in more than 770 children’s products (baby car 

seats, changing mats, bedding, clothes, Halloween masks, etc.) 
http://www.environmentalhealthnews.org/ehs/news/2013/phthalates



Source: HEAL



Scope of the problem…
� Body burden

� Over 1,300 scientific studies link exposure to EDCs 

to spiraling rates of hormone-related cancers, 

diabetes, obesity and behavioral problems in children

� Most vulnerable groups: pregnant women and 

children



� Body Burden

Up to 300 substances foreign to the body can be found in our

bodies



Already in 2012 an international team of 

experts outlined that evidence linking 

hormone-mimicking chemicals to human health 

problems has grown stronger over the past 

decade, becoming a "global threat" that should 

be addressed.
WHO /UNEP, State of the Science of Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals 2012



� Diseases on the rise

Quelle: US CDC / US National Center for Health Statistics



� Diseases on the rise

Quelle: Sharpe and Irvine, 2004



…there is evidence that

• EDCs effects especially children, as the endocrine 
system regulates their physical and cognitive 
development

• The most sensitive window of exposure to EDCs is 
during critical periods like fetal development or during 
puberty 

• EDCs can be more harmful in small

amounts during sensitive time frames

than in higher concentrations

in other stages (Low-Dose-Effect)



Scope of the problem…

� health costs of diseases associated with exposure to 

these chemicals are estimated at 158 billion EUR per 

year.
(Source HEAL)





Scope of the problem…

“Scientific basis for a better regulation of 

endocrine disruptors exists…

Only politics failed!
Kortenkamp, WECF EDCs dialogue, Berlin January 2016 

Example: European Commission and EDC 

criteria





How NGOs try to fill the gap of legislation

�Prevention through informing and awareness
raising

�Prevention through advocating on national, 
European and international level and policy
processes

�Building coalitions and bridging between
political decision makers, science, physicians, 
NGOs, media and public

�Translating scientific research for media, 
policy makers and media



WECF Project Nesting: Guideswebsite, App, 

information film for pregnant women 



Building coalitions for avocating:

science, policy, NGOs







Building coalitions for advocating:

www.edc-free-europe.org/



Awareness raising and advocating

in 7 languages



June 2017 - EU Commission provides draft on how to 

identify criteria for EDCs (BPR and PPPR)



Evaluation of the draft: inadmissible!
The Commission’s proposal fails to protect the health of 

humans, wildlife and the environment.

�The definition of EDCs is so strict, that it would be

impossible to identify substances as EDCs

� risk based approach

�EC goes beyond her mandate and changes the

PPPR  

� Ignores 1,300 studies, ignores the voice of public

consultation

� Convince Member States to say NO to this draft



What we need regarding EDCs? 

Adequate criteria to identify EDCs!

�Precautionary principle

�Hazardous approach, no risk approach

�Protection of the most vulnerable groups

�Shall cover known, persumed and suspected

substances and mixtures

�Shall reflect a Systematic review of Science 

approach

More: WECF Position paper

www.wecf.eu/download/2016/July/WECFPositionEDCscriteria2016.pdf



Your support is needed!!!

Experts, scientists, health professionals

• have high credibility

• have influence on research and scientific     

debate

• are recognized by media and politicians

• bring latest scientific results in the policy 

process

Please communicate your excellent knowledge 

to the public and decision makers!!!



Political Statements of Scientists

Mission Collegium Ramazzini – Mission

Faröer Statement 2007 on childrens exposure to 

chemicals 

San Antonio Statement 2010 on brominated flame 

retardants

Berlaymont Declaration 2013 on EDCs

INCHES Jerusalem Statement 2013

Commitment to Protect Children's Health from 

Environmental Hazards

FIGO Statement 2015 on EDCs

Second Statement of the Endocrine Society 2015 on 

EDCs 



Collegium Ramazzini – Mission

„…to be a bridge between the world of scientific 

discovery and the social and political centers which 

must act on the discoveries of science to protect public 

health.”

“It transmits its views on these hazards and their 

prevention to policy-making bodies, authorities, 

agencies and the public. (…) seeks to translate to 

legislators, regulators and other decision makers the 

policy implications of scientific findings.“



FIGO Statement 2015



Your support is needed!!!

Focus EU: EC draft on identifying EDC criteria

Sep 21. and 22. the Member States are discussing the 

Commission proposal (biocides expert group, and 

pesticides standing committee)

• Write to your government to insist for better criteria

• Write to the EU commissioner Andriukaitis and call 

for improvement

NGOs would very much welcome a strong statement by 

INCHES on EDCs from this conference

– we are happy to give support ☺!



Thank you 

for your attention!

Contact:

Johanna Hausmann

Johanna.hausmann@wecf.eu


