IPEN-UNEP Partnership
Women and Chemicals

IPEN Gender Initiative
IPEN Gender Caucus

Olga Speranskaya
IPEN Co-Chair



Why focus on women and chemicals?

Elevate gender aspects of chemical safety
Lack of data

No gender aspects in environmental
assessment

Differences in gender susceptibility to
chemical exposure are not considered

Low project effectiveness



Impacts of chemicals
to women and children

WHO exposure of pregnant women to lead,
including lead in paint, can cause serious
lifelong damage, such as miscarriage, stillbirth
as well as malformations

“HIGH MERCURY LEVELS IN WOMEN

GLOBAL STUDY SHOWS PUBLIC HEALTH THREAT TO WOMEN & CHILDREN

MERCURY'S HARMFUL EFFECTS

Mercury levels above 1 ppm can be linked to brain damage, 10 loss, kidney and
heart damage. Fetal nearological damage can begin at mercary levels
greater than 0.58 ppm.

(US EPA reference dose for mercury in human hair os equivalent io Ippm.,
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Toxic chemicals and occupational
exposure: feminization of poverty
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Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining: Women and Health

How ASGM

affects women?
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Equality in Decision Making
This feminization of poverty makes women
more vulnerable to toxic chemical
exposure, putting their health at risk.




Raising awareness on women and
chemicals issues in the international
Chemicals and Health policy processes

INTRODUCTION TO ENDOCRINE
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGIC APPROACH

TO INTERNATIONAL CHEMICALS MANAGEMENT (SAICM)
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2009-2012

TOXIC METALS IN

CHILDREN'S PRODUCTS:

AN INSIGHT INTO THE MARKET IN EASTERN
EUROPE, CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA

a toxics-free future
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