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Environment Min.:
Haifa isn’t the most
polluted after all

Zafrir Rinat

Air pollution in Haifa is
no worse than in other urban
areas in Israel, Environmen-
tal Protection Ministry di-
rector general David Leffler
said yesterday, adding that
his ministry will be working
with the Health Ministry to
establish a task force to re-
duce pollution in the bayside
city.

The ministry’s handling
of Haifa’s pollution prob-
lem has come under fire re-
cently from environmental
activists in the city.

Leffler was speaking
to reporters in Haifa as
part of a conference of the
World Health Organization’s
Europe and Central Asian
division, of which Israel is
a member, on the connec-
tion between pollution and
health.

“There are urban areas,
particularly those near main
roads, where pollution is
high, higher than in Haifa,”
Leffler said. He added that
half the pollution in Israel
was caused by vehicles and
the rest came from industry
and power stations.

Six months ago the Envi-
ronmental Protection Minis-
try said that Haifa was “in
first place in air pollution
emission,” even when taking
into consideration vehicle
pollution in other cities.

The ministry said the

earlier statement did not
contradict Leffler's com-
ments yesterday, which he
said related to the severity
of pollution, based on the
fact that exposure to vehicle
pollution is more immediate
and closer than many other
sources of air pollution.
Attention has been fo-
cused on air pollution in
Haifa in recent weeks fol-
lowing a Health Ministry

Haifa Mayor Yahav Rami Shilush

report that there is a causal
relationship between air
pollution and cancer among
Haifa children. The report’s
author, Itamar Grotto, said
the evaluation was based on
just one study and that more
research was needed.

WHO’s regional director
for Europe, Zsuzsanna Jak-
ab, said there isn’t enough
data about the relationship
between childhood cancer
and air pollution.
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A view of the pollu

ted Haifa Bay area last week. Rami Shitush

Pollution leading to
premature deaths in
Israel, says WHO

Zafrir Rinat

According to a compre-
hensive study by the World
Health Organization sched-
uled to be presented today in
Haifa, in Europe and Israel
there are 482,000 cases of
premature death annually
as a result of exposure to
air pollution.

The total annual damage
is estimated at $1.6 trillion,
a sum equal to almost one
tenth of the gross domestic
product of the European
Union. In Israel there are
an estimated 2,500 prema-
ture deaths a year from air
pollution.

WHO representatives are
in Israel for a conference
on the connection between
health and the environment.
Its report includes economic
assessments based on the
sum that the countries are
willing to pay in order to
prevent these cases of death
and illness. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency
in Europe recently reported
that the economic damage
from industrial installations
alone, mainly power plants,
is estimated at 300 billion to
1 trillion euros annually.

The WHO report includes
individual assessments for
each country. In Israel there
are an estimated 2,500 cases
of premature death from
air pollution annually, with
damage totaling 3.3 percent
of GDP. For comparison:

In Belgium, which is simi-
lar in size, there are over
6,000 deaths. In Norway,
with a population similar in
size to Israel’s, there are an
estimated 353 cases - the
population dispersal there
reduces exposure to major
sources of pollution.

An estimated 90 percent
of citizens are still exposed
to higher pollution levels
than recommended by the
WHO. In Europe there are
also many deaths from
pollution inside buildings,
mainly due to heating, a
problem almost unknown in
Israel.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Ministry said that
Israel has had a Clean Air
Law since 2011, which can
reduce damage by increas-
ing demands made of pol-
luters. The ministry did not
specifically discuss the pol-
lution problems in Haifa that
recently made headlines.

All the professional orga-
nizations estimate that air
pollution from transporta-
tion is the main cause of
morbidity and mortality.
According to the new report
the main sources are air
pollution from transporta-
tion and from coal-burning
power plants.

Israel is now conducting
a comprehensive project in
the Israel Electric Corpora-
tion’s coal-burning power
plants that is supposed to
improve the situation.
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WHO: Air pollutlon costs
$1.6t. annually for deaths,

* By SHARON UDASIN

Air pollution is costing
European economies some
$1.6 trillion a year in resul-
tant diseases and deaths, the
World Health Organization
revealed in a new study Tues-
day at a regional meeting in
Haifa.

About 600,000 premature
deaths and diseases linked
to air pollution are taking an
economic toll worth “a stag-
gering $1.6 trillion” annually,
according to the new study,
which explored data for 2010
from 53 countries in the Euro-
pean region, including Israel.
This amount is equivalent to
nearly one-tenth of the 2013
gross domestic product of the
entire European Union, the
organization said.

The WHO Regional Office
for Europe, in conjunction
with the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), pub-
lished the study on the first
of a three-day, high-level
summit in Haifa on Europe-
an-region environment and
health. More than 200 rep-
resentatives from European
governments and non-gov-
ernmental organizations have
gathered there to perform a
midterm review and evaluate

compliance to pledges made
in March 2010 during WHO’s
Fifth Ministerial Conference
on Environment and Health
in Parma, Italy.

In Parma, officials from
the 53 European-region gov-
ernments adopted a declara-
tion committing to reducing
the adverse health impact
of environmental threats in
the next decade. The Parma
gathering was the fifth in a
line of conferences initiat-
ed as part of the European
Environment and Health Pro-
cess, which began in the late
1980s. Through their decla-
ration and a “commitment to
act,” the participating govern-
ments agreed to implement
national programs to provide
equal opportunities to each
child by 2020, according to
WHO.

“Curbing the health effects
of air pollution pays divi-
dends,” said Dr. Zsuzsanna
Jakab, WHO regional direc-
tor for Europe, following the
release of the new report on
Tuesday. “The evidence we
have provides decision-mak-
ers across the whole of gov-
ernment with a compelling
reason to act. If different sec-
tors come together on this, we
not only save more lives, but
also achieve results that are

A CLOUD of dust fills the air as ships unload at Haifa Port.
(Aya Hecht/Environmental Protection Ministry)

worth astounding amounts of
money.”

Deaths alone accounted
for more than $1.4 trillion of
the total cost, while illness-
es resulting from air pollu-
tion were responsible for the
remaining 10 percent, accord-
ing to a WHO statement. For
10 of the 53 countries the
study covered, this cost is at
or above 20% of their nation-
al GDPs.

The study determined the
monetary value for the deaths
and diseases due to air pol-
lution by considering the
amount societies were willing
to pay to avoid such deaths
and diseases with necessary

interventions, the organiza-
tion explained. In these cal-
culations, the study authors
attached a value to each death
and disease, independent of
age and varying according to
specific national context.
Calling air pollution “the
single largest environmental
health risk,” the WHO report
said that more than 90% of
the region’s citizens were
being exposed to annual lev-
els of outdoor fine particu-
late matter that were above
the organization’s air quali-
ty guidelines. Such exposure
was responsible for 482,000
premature deaths in 2012
from heart and respiratory

[5045
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diseases, blood vessel condi-
tions, strokes and lung cancer,
the report said. During that
same year, indoor air pollu-
tion resulted in an addition-
al 117,200 premature deaths
- with five times more such
deaths occurring in low- and
middle-income  countries
than in high-income coun-
tries.

In Israel, about 2,500 peo-
ple die annually as a result of
exposure to air pollution, said
Deputy Environmental Pro-
tection Minister Ophir Aku-
nis. Using the 2010 data, the
WHO report estimated that
the economic cost of deaths
from air pollution in Israel
amounted to $7.164 billion
annually.

“The main source of air
pollution is transportation,
mainly in major city centers,”
Akunis said. “Since 2011, the
Environmental Protection
Ministry’s Clean Air Law reg-
ulates pollutants from major
sources such as transport,
industry and energy in accor-
dance with the most stringent
standards. The ministry aims
to use all available resourc-
es to reduce air pollution, as
this means saving the lives
of thousands of people, as
well as billions [for] the Israeli
economy.”
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